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To the Committee for Public Works,

My name is Gerald and I own the land at 5377 Bass Highway which is
directly opposite Christmas Hills Road.

I had no idea your committee existed and neither was I aware of the
public meeting you had back in February 2026.

I have spoken to 2 of my direct neighbours and they also were not aware
of the meeting. I only found out about the meeting while doing internet
searches trying to find some news in regards to the upgrade.

I do not have a good working relationship with the Department of State
Growth or their consultants AD Designs, therefore should you wish to
know anything more about my situation please contact my lawyer Glynn
Williams at Glynn Williams legal in Ulverstone or look into the email
communications I and Glynn have had with the department.

I have attached a document to this email containing data and photographs
from accidents that have happened since 2022. I have also included my
observations about traffic behavior and how I think the purposed plan
needs a slight tweak if that is the option that the department continues
to pursue.

I have spoken to Scott Dornauf at the Raspberry farm Cafe and he also
came up with the same suggestions.

As far as land acquisition goes, I have already emailed the department
back in May 2025 that we are open to relocation. There has been no
discussions about the compensation matter that would arise if they move
forward with the current design changes and how that will affect my
property.

My neighbours property whose house is already right on the highway edge
has put his up for sale.

Please see the attached document for my observations and suggestions to
aid the safety upgrades of the notorious Christmas Hills Road
Intersection on the Bass Highway.

Regards,

Gerald Veltkamp
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Christmas Hills Road 
Intersection

Proposed upgrade issues when compared with six previous 
accidents from the last three years

(This is not all the accidents that happened in that time. Its only 
the ones which I have record or memory of.)

Document date: 24/04/2026
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I have witnessed the Tasmanian Berries truck that pulls out of 
Christmas Hills road nearly get run into by another vehicle because it 
couldn’t get up to speed quickly enough and the any vehicle coming 
down the highway only just manages to slow down enough to avoid a 
collision. (It’s slightly easier for a car but a big truck has a lot more 
difficulty slowing down!).

You wont read about this in your reports but near misses like this 
happen most days almost every day. Its not uncommon to hear up to 
6 horns a day because of these types of near misses..... 9:07 am 
another horn....

When the speed limit has been reduced to 80kmh or less due to road 
works or accidents the horns and near misses virtually disappear. 

▪ I would encourage you to compare the severity of the photos 
to the data the department gave you as their data often says 
the accidents are minor......
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Conclusion:
1. The Safety barriers in the presented plan do nothing to contribute to the 

safety of the highway.

2. The realignment of dip and rise in hill when you come from Devonport is 
the right thing to do and will help make the intersection safer.

3. The removal of the overtaking lane is also the right thing to do.

4. Every one I have spoken to agrees with this point of view.

5. To make the intersection safe a overpass/underpass should be 
constructed which is doable considering the topography of that area. The 
only objection from the department will be that they don’t have money for 
that.

Improvement:
Therefore a design tweak should be made to the presented design 
which will reduce the number of near misses / incidents considerably. 

5.1. There should be a acceleration lane when you come out of 
Christmas hill road heading to Deloraine. This is exactly what has 
been done with the new truck stop at Exton.

5.2. There should also be a acceleration lane installed heading towards 
Devonport. If this had a wire rope barrier on either side when a 
crossing accident happens at least the car wont end up in the 
Deloraine to Devonport lane.

Example on next page






