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House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions  

 
24 September 2026 
 
Mr Andrew Hawkey  
Electoral Commissioner  
Tasmanian Electoral Commission  

  
 
Dear Mr Hawkey,  
 

2024 Prosser Election – Query from the House of Assembly Select Committee on 
Caretaker Conventions 

 
I write on behalf of the House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker 
Conventions (the Committee) regarding its work.  For reference, the Committee’s 
Terms of Reference are available here.  
 
Throughout the Inquiry, some evidence has been received regarding the employment 
of staff members of Minsiterial and Parliamentary Services (MPS), including their 
participation in election campaigns of Liberal Party candidates. 
 
Accordingly, the Committee would greatly appreciate your response to the following 
questions:  
 

1. Could you please provide a copy of the Hon. Kerry Vincent MLC’s return of 
electoral expenditure from the 2024 Prosser Election.  
 

2. In your determination, should the time of an employee of MPS spent assisting 
an electoral candidate to campaign be included in the electoral expenditure 
return of the relevant candidate?   

 
The Committee is in its final stages of reporting and would greatly appreciate a 
response by 5 p.m. on Monday, 28 September 2026 to assist in this.  The Committee is 
aware that the aforementioned return has previously been publicly available and 
is therefore hopeful that its provision, and a response 
to Question 2, should not place inordinate burden on the Commission to produce in a 
busy local government election period.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Tabatha Badger MP 
Committee Chair 



Tabatha Badger MP 
Committee Chair 
House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions 
caretaker@parliament.tas.gov.au  

Dear Ms Badger 

2024 Prosser Election – Response to query from the House of Assembly 
Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions 

I write in response to your letter of 24 September 2026 regarding the 2024 Legislative 
Council periodic election for the division of Prosser, and appreciate your acknowledgement 
of this busy time for the Tasmanian Electoral Commission. 

In response to your numbered questions: 

1. At the time of the 2024 Legislative Council election for Prosser, section 164 of
the Electoral Act 2004 provided that:

164. Return available for public inspection

(1) The Commission is to –

(a) keep returns for a period of 12 months; and

(b) during that period make those returns available for inspection,
free of charge, by a member of the public.

(2) At the expiration of the period referred to in subsection (1), the
Commission may cause the returns to be disposed of in an approved
manner.

The legislated 12-month public inspection period has now expired. 

2. It is a matter for candidates to determine and include relevant electoral
expenditure in their return.

Please find attached the 2022 Legislative Council Elections Candidate Handbook
made available to all electoral participants, with the applicable guidance on
candidate expenditure commencing at page 21.





Attachment
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Legislative Council divisions 

Legislative Council divisions 
There are 15 Legislative Council divisions: Derwent, Elwick, Hobart, Huon, Launceston, McIntyre, 
Mersey, Montgomery, Murchison, Nelson, Pembroke, Prosser, Rosevears, Rumney and 
Windermere. 

One member is elected for each division. 

The periodic election cycle of the Legislative Council 
Elections for the Legislative Council are conducted on a six-year periodic cycle. Elections for 
three members are held in May every odd numbered year, with elections for two members held 
in May every even numbered year. 

The following table outlines the divisions due for elections in the period 2022 - 2027. 

 

2022 

Elwick 

McIntyre 

Huon2 

2023 

Launceston 

Murchison 

Rumney 

2024 
Hobart 

Prosser 

2025 

Montgomery 

Nelson 

Pembroke 

2026 
Huon 

Rosevears 

2027 

Derwent 

Mersey 

Windermere 

The map of each division can be viewed on the TEC website at www.tec.tas.gov.au, along with 
some history behind the name of each of the current divisions. Printed versions of these maps 
are available at the TEC. More detailed divisional boundaries can be accessed on the LIST 
(https://maps.thelist.tas.gov.au/listmap/app/list/map). 

 
2 Following the resignation of Bastian Seidel on 7 January 2022, a by-election for the division of Huon will be held in 

parallel with the 2022 periodic elections. The elected member for Huon will serve until the 2026 periodic elections.  
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House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions  

 
29 September 2026 
 
Mr Andrew Hawkey  
Electoral Commissioner  
Tasmanian Electoral Commission  

  
 
Dear Mr Hawkey,  
 

2024 Prosser Election – Follow up from the House of Assembly Select Committee on 
Caretaker Conventions 

 
I write on behalf of the House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker 
Conventions (the Committee) to thank you for your response to the Committee, 
dated 28 September 2026. The Committee considered this correspondence at its 
meeting held on 29 September 2026.   
 
The Committee notes the response to Question 1, which discusses the previous 
legislative remit for the public inspection of disclosure returns, which were in place 
during the 2024 Legislative Council Elections.   This states that such returns were to 
be public for 12 months and that, after this time, the Tasmanian Electoral Commission 
(TEC) could determine if they could be disposed of.  Further to this, you confirmed 
that the 12-month period for inspections had for materials from the 2024 Legislative 
Council Elections had expired.  
 
While understanding this legislative guidance, the Committee again requests the 
provision of the 2024 Prosser Election return of the Hon. Mr Kerry Vincent MLC.  While 
the 12-month period of time for public inspection has expired for this return, there 
appears to be no stipulation that, after this period, relevant materials can no longer 
be accessed by the public if they are still held by the TEC.   
 
Therefore, the Committee again requests the provision of the aforementioned return 
or, in the event that it is no longer held by the TEC, confirmation as to this fact.   
 
The Committee would appreciate circulation of this material to the Committee 
Secretary by 5 p.m. on Friday, 9 October 2026 via caretaker@parliament.tas.gov.au.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Tabatha Badger MP 
Committee Chair 





 Parliament House, Hobart, TAS.  7000 
Telephone (03) 6212 2139 
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House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions  

 
13 October 2026 
 
Mr Andrew Hawkey  
Electoral Commissioner  
Tasmanian Electoral Commission  

  
 
Dear Mr Hawkey,  
 

2024 Prosser Election – Closing of request from the House of Assembly Select 
Committee on Caretaker Conventions 

 
I write on behalf of the House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker 
Conventions (the Committee) following your second item of correspondence, 
dated 2 October 2026.  The Committee considered this correspondence at its 
meeting on 12 October 2026.  
 
As you are aware, in this letter you stated that for the Committee’s ongoing 
request for a copy of the 2024 Prosser candidate election expenditure return of 
the Hon. Kerry Vincent MLC to be further considered, it would need to be placed 
before the Commission.  You noted that this would not be able to occur prior to 7 
November 2026, and more likely so in December 2026.  
 
In considering this response, and in light of the provision of the aforementioned 
candidate election expenditure return to Mr Dean Winter MP through an RTI 
process, the Committee withdraws it request.  Consequently, the matter will no 
longer need consideration by the Commission.   
 
For your information, the Committee is scheduled to table its Report to the House 
of Assembly by Tuesday, 27 October 2026 and will, upon tabling, cease to exist 
and will not be able to correspond further on this matter.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Tabatha Badger MP 
Committee Chair 







