
 

 

3 September 2026 
 

 
Ms Fiona Murphy 
Secretary 
Joint Standing Committee 
Greyhound Racing Legislation Amendments (Phasing Out Reform) Bill 2025 
Inquiry 
 
Email:  greyhoundtransition@parliament.tas.gov.au 
  
 
Dear Ms Murphy 
 
In response to your request from the Committee for additional information 
following Tasracing’s appearance on Tuesday, 4 August 2026 please see below: 
 
1. Are you able to give the Committee an accurate number in terms of discrete 

individuals involved in Tasmanian Greyhound racing? (see p. 52 of the 
transcript)  

 
Table A.2.3 on page 5 of the Tasracing submission includes the following double 
counted individuals: 
 

• 22 individuals were counted as both Owners and Trainers 
• 58 Individuals were counted as Breeders and either Owners or Trainers 

 
We would like to note that the original total for Greyhound participants in that table 
had not been updated for the FY25 owners and trainers figures and should have 
read 1,030. 
 
 
2. Can you please provide the Committee with data on new participants in the 

industry in the last financial year including breakdown in terms of trainer, 
breeder and owner? (see p. 52 of the transcript)  

 
For the 24/25 season there were 17 new licence applications processed. 
 

3 – Attendant (Provisional) 
2 – Attendant 
1 – Breeder (already a PTR) 
1 – Catcher 
6 – Owners 
3 – Owner / Attendant 
1 – Public Trainer (previously licensed in QLD) 



 

 

 
For the same period 184 participants renewed or applied for an upgrade of their 
current licence. 
 
 
3. Are you able to provide the Committee with an indication in this data of people 

who are active, current participants versus potentially historic participants or 
who just signed up, but are not active participants? (see p. 52-53 of the 
transcript)  

 
Owners are required to renew their licence every 5 years. 
 
A 3 year renewal option is available to all remaining categories of licence. 
 
Over the 25/26 season there were 208 active owners: 

 
• Owner / Attendant: 49 
• Owner / Trainer: 38 
• Owner: 41 
• Public Trainer: 72 
• Syndicate Member: 8 

 
 
4.  Was there any reference to ABS data or to the work of Saul Eslake on industry 

participants numbers in formulating the table on page 5 of your submission to 
the Committee? (see p. 53 of the transcript)  

 
No. Neither ABS data nor the work undertaken by Saul Eslake was used to formulate 
the participant estimates presented in the submission. 
  
The participant estimates were developed using industry-specific information, 
including licensing and registration records, employment and volunteer data 
supplied by organisations such as Tasracing and racing clubs, and direct enquiries 
with relevant participating groups. 
  
Importantly, the participant figures measure is simply the people involved in 
greyhound racing - not the number of employees. Participants include stakeholders 
such as owners, trainers, employees and volunteers. Owners invest financially in 
racing, while volunteers contribute their time because of their involvement in and 
enjoyment of the industry – other categories like stable employees and race club and 
industry staff are employed – the table simply demonstrates the roles occupied in 
racing and should not be confused with FTE jobs. 
  
ABS data is not well suited to measuring this broader participant base. ABS industry 
and employment classifications generally capture a person’s principal employment 



 

 

and group activities into relatively broad industry categories. They therefore do not 
reliably identify people involved specifically in greyhound racing, particularly owners, 
volunteers, hobby participants and people whose involvement in racing is secondary 
to their principal occupation. 
  
Employment and economic contribution were estimated separately from the 
participant count. Jobs were derived from the expenditure generated by the 
industry, with value added representing the broader economic contribution arising 
from that expenditure. 
 
 
5.  Could you please explain to the Committee what NR asterisk means on the 

table on page 10, table A.3.4 of your submission? (see p. 60 of the transcript)  
 
The line items noted with "n/r" in table A.3.4 were included in error. They were 
added to the table during drafting as potential additional information to consider. 
This was later considered difficult to determine and unnecessary and as a result 
these line items should have been removed from the final submission. 
 
 
6.  Could you please provide the Committee with a breakdown of the training and 

preparation costs in relation to rehoming in the IER study? (see p. 61 of the 
transcript)  

 
Trainers contribute their own time and resources to preparing greyhounds for 
rehoming, although the nature and extent of this contribution vary between trainers 
and individual greyhounds. These efforts complement the broader rehoming 
activities and investment undertaken by the industry. 
  
However, the 2023 IER study did not separately quantify or attribute any component 
of trainers’ reported expenditure to rehoming. The information sought from trainers 
related specifically to the cost of maintaining and preparing a greyhound while it 
was in training over a 12-month period. This included the costs directly associated 
with keeping a greyhound in active training and preparing it for racing. 
  
For the purposes of the study, expenditure on rehoming was captured through the 
industry-level contribution, principally the significant investment made by Tasracing. 
This represents expenditure incurred directly by Tasracing and is separate from the 
training and preparation costs reported by individual trainers. In FY22 Tasracing 
allocated $922k to direct greyhound rehoming costs. FY26 direct costs totalled 
$1.31m. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

7.  Would you be able to provide the Committee with a list of dogs that were 
retired last year and whether or not they were sterilised and then, of them, 
which ones received dental care as part of their exit from the industry, and 
which were funded by your program or otherwise? (see p. 63 of the transcript)  

 
While 148 retired greyhounds had desexing and/or dental procedures funded by 
GPRS, a further 73 greyhounds were funded through the scheme during the last 
financial year but are not included in the retired figures. This is because they either 
retired after 30 June 2026 or we have not yet received the final retirement 
paperwork required to officially retire them in the system. 
  
Of the greyhounds funded by GPRS, 31 did not undergo dental work as the 
assessment criteria indicated that treatment was not required. 
  
Records marked “Audit” in the comments relate to greyhounds reconciled following 
the greyhound audit conducted in February 2026. Most of these dogs were over 10 
years of age and had been retired as pets many years earlier. During the audit they 
were scanned, but desexing and other retirement documentation that may have 
previously been provided to ORI could not be located. This does not necessarily mean 
these dogs were not desexed. Rather, the supporting documentation cannot be found, so 
they have been recorded as not desexed for reporting purposes. 
  
Following the February 2026 audit, changes to OzChase statuses resulted in these 
greyhounds appearing in the list of dogs retired during the last financial year, 
despite many having retired much earlier. The absence of documentation and 
historical system updates meant their retirement status was not accurately reflected 
previously. 
 
 
8.  Of the 23 kennel inspections by Tasracing Integrity Unit welfare officers, how 

many identified dental issues in the dogs and were dental checks conducted in 
each of those 23 inspections? (see p. 64 of the transcript)  

 
As dental checks are not a standard component of the visual welfare inspection 
protocol, dental issues are not separately recorded as a category during kennel 
inspections. Animal Welfare Officers conduct a visual inspection of all animals and 
identify those that are injured, underweight or otherwise appear to require 
veterinary attention, and, where required, issue directions to the trainer to take the 
greyhound to a veterinarian for appropriate care. Their role is to work with 
participants holistically to continually raise welfare standards and ensure all animals 
are suitably housed, treated and maintained in line with animal welfare standards 
and the Rules of Racing. 
 
 



 

 

9.  What was the euthanasia number for the 2024/25 year? (see p. 70 of the 
transcript)  

 
The number of GAP euthanasia (behaviourally unsuitable for responsible rehoming) 
for 2024/25 was 5. 
 
 
10.  Are you able to provide the Committee with numbers and graph on serious 

race day injuries and how this trends in relation to the other states? (see p. 72 
of the transcript)  

 

 
  
The table above shows FY 25 on top: serious injuries Cat F total number (35) and 
2.93/1000 starters. 
 
FY 26 on bottom: 26 total number, 2.41 per 1000 starters. 
  
Unfortunately we don’t have recent numbers for interstate jurisdictions to hand, 
however, they are reported in their respective annual reports. 
  
Below is a graph of race-day mortality Tasmania vs rest of Australasia: 
 

 
 
 

































