
 

1 July 2026​
 
Tabatha Badger MP 
Committee Chair 
House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions 
Parliament House, Hobart TAS 7000 
By email: caretaker@parliament.tas.gov.au 

 

Response to questions taken on notice - Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions​
 

Dear Chair,​
​
I refer to my appearance before the House of Assembly Select Committee on Caretaker Conventions 
on Monday 15 June 2026, and to your letter of 16 June 2026.  

I set out below the additional information sought by the Committee. 

Question 1. Please provide the exact date and time that the Government advertising extension for the 
2025-2026 Budget was taken down from Pulse Tasmania media pages. 

The relevant sequence of events on the evening of 11 June 2026 was as follows: 

●​ At 6:57pm, the Governor's statement confirming that Parliament would be dissolved was 
published. 

●​ At approximately 6:59pm, the Government advertising extension for the 2025-2026 Budget 
was taken offline from Pulse Tasmania's media pages. 

●​ Between 7:00pm and 7:05pm, Pulse's news story announcing an early election was published 
across Pulse's various platforms. 

Question 2. Please provide the dates of your meetings with the Premier, the Hon. Jeremy Rockliff MP, 
between May 2025 and June 2025 and if, to your awareness, the 2025-2026 Budget advertising by 
Pulse Media Group was discussed. 

I met with the Premier on the following dates: 

●​ 8 May 2025 

●​ 3 July 2025 

For completeness, I note that while the Committee's question refers to the period between May 2025 
and June 2025, the second of these meetings took place on 3 July 2025 and I have included it here so 
that the Committee has a full picture. 

Advertising on Pulse Tasmania was discussed broadly in the meeting in May. This included the total 
amount spent by the whole-of-government on advertising each year, which was $61,340,388 in 
2023-24.  

I provided insight on market conditions for Tasmanian media outlets, including but not limited to Pulse, 
particularly around the impacts of global technology platforms on advertising revenue for news media, 
and the importance of advertising revenue in enabling us to employ journalists to tell the stories that 
matter - without a paywall. 
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Advertising for the 2025-2026 Budget in particular was not discussed at the meeting in May. I had no 
discussions with the Premier in relation to the Budget advertising before and during its course. 

The results of the campaign were discussed when we met in July, as part of a broader overview of 
Pulse's success. By that time, the Budget campaign had already ceased nearly a month earlier. 

Question 3. Please provide examples of the campaigns Pulse Media Group has completed for the 
Tasmanian Government Communications Unit. 

Examples of recent broader government advertising (not booked by the Government Media Office) 
completed by Pulse Media Group include:​
 

●    State Growth - Eat Local Stay Local Vouchers - Social Advertorial 

 
 
●    Recycle Rewards - Recycling Milestones - Social Advertorial and Display 

​
​
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●    Tasmanian Electoral Commission - Polling Day awareness / how to vote - Social 
Advertorial and Display 

 

 
 

●    Hydro Tasmania - Apprentice Recruitment - Social Advertorial 
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●    TasAlert - App awareness campaign - Social Advertorial and Display 

​
 

●    State Growth - Mountain Review - Display 

 
 

In the above, Display refers to various display advertising products across Pulse Tasmania's website 
and app, including takeovers and run-of-site placements. 

Please let me know if the Committee requires any further information regarding the above. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Josh Agnew 

Managing Director, Pulse Media Group 
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