EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES NATIONAL LAW (APPLICATION)
AMENDMENT BILL 2026 (No. 7)

Second Reading

[4.07 p.m.]
Ms OGILVIE (Clark - Minister for Environment) - Honourable Speaker, [ move -

That the bill be now read the second time.

I bring to the House today a bill that will allow us to make a minor amendment to the
Education and Care Services National Law (Application) Act 2011 to ensure the full breadth
of that law can be applied in Tasmania.

The Education and Care Services National Law sets national standards for children's
education and care across Australia. It sets out the national quality framework and governs the
vast majority of early education and care services in Tasmania. The National Law is an applied
national law. It is hosted nationally by Victoria and in Tasmania it is applied through the
Education and Care Services National Law (Application) Act 2011.

The act was introduced as part of national reform agreed to by all Australian education
ministers to establish a consistent regulatory framework for early childhood education and care
services across Australia, which is aimed at improving quality, safety and accountability. At
the time of the application act's introduction in Tasmania in 2011, the National Law had
provisions that applied through state and territories equivalent working with children laws and
through later amendments working with vulnerable people laws. Given the registration to work
with vulnerable people system was not a feature of the Tasmanian regulatory landscape in
2011, a declaration was never made to declare it either a working with children or working
with vulnerable people law.

The bill that I introduce to the parliament today will rectify this and ensure the regulatory
landscape is clear. The safety of our children and young people continues to be a priority for
our government. The bill allows the National Law to be applied fully in Tasmania and provides
the best possible protection for children in our early childhood education and care sector. It
builds on our already strong and successful registration to work with vulnerable people
(RWVP) legislation, and provides another safety net for Tasmanian children.

I commend the bill to the House.
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